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Zechariah was filled with the Holy Spirit and prophesied:  

68“Praise be to the Lord, the God of Israel,  

because he has come to his people and redeemed them.  
69He has raised up a horn of salvation for us  

in the house of his servant David  
70(as he said through his holy prophets of long ago),  
71salvation from our enemies  

and from the hand of all who hate us—  
72to show mercy to our ancestors  

and to remember his holy covenant,  
 73the oath he swore to our father Abraham:  
74to rescue us from the hand of our enemies,  

and to enable us to serve him without fear  
75in holiness and righteousness before him all our days. 

 

That’s it.  It’s over.  You have made it through yet another holiday season.  Tomorrow 

many of you will head back to work, and some of you back to school.  The decorations are 

coming down; the Christmas items at the stores have been moved to the clearance racks or 

packed up and shipped to some warehouse until next October; and if you flip through the stations 

on the radio, you’ll be hard-pressed to find any more Christmas songs. 

In the Church, we continue our celebration of Christmas for the two Sundays following 

Christmas so today I have one more Christmas song for you.  My guess is if you had heard this 

one on the radio some time over the past few weeks it wouldn’t have been one that you sung 

along with.  But it really is one worth learning.  The song I’m talking about is the song of 

Zechariah.   

Now, Zechariah, if you remember, was the father of John the Baptist.  He was a priest in 

the nation of Israel.  Zechariah was chosen by lot to make an offering of incense in the temple, a 

once (or perhaps twice) in life time opportunity for a priest.  While he was in the temple, the 

angel Gabriel appeared to him and announced that his barren wife, Elizabeth, would bear him a 

son.  But Zechariah doubted God’s message and so God punished him by silencing him until the 

child was born.   

Now, if I were in Zechariah’s shoes, and I had nine months after a visitation from an 

angel where I couldn’t talk at all I would probably do a fair amount of reading.  You can bet that 

Zechariah took that time to pore over the Old Testament prophecies and refresh himself on 

everything that God had revealed to His people about the Messiah and the prophet who would 

herald His coming, and there’s evidence of that in his song. 

Now I’m going to try not to “geek out” too much here, but as I studied this song of 

Zechariah I just kept on thinking about how absolutely beautiful the Greek sentence structure is.  

Each word and phrase just flows from the last expanding and enumerating the point that 
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Zechariah is making, that Jesus is the horn of our salvation.  He saved us from sin and he saved 

us to serve.  So let’s take a look at that song.   

The first word of the song is the Greek word Εὐλογητὸς which is the word we get our 

English word “eulogy” from.  Essentially, that’s what the song of Zechariah is.  It’s a eulogy, a 

song of praise and blessing.  The title that traditionally has been given to Zechariah’s song is the 

Latin translation of that word, Benedictus.  We usually think of a eulogy as a tribute to the 

memory of someone who has died.  But that isn’t the case with Zechariah’s song.  He is singing 

praises to the Lord, the God of Israel.  God, He says is to be blessed. 

Why?  Zechariah gives us three reasons.  First of all, He is to be blessed because He has 

visited His people.  What exactly does that mean?  Well, what does it mean to visit someone?  It 

means a little more than just going to be in the same place as them, doesn’t it?  Wrapped up in 

that word “visit” is the idea that you’re going to see someone with helpful intent.  Now right now 

you might be thinking that you’ve had some visitors over the last few weeks who didn’t exactly 

help you, as a matter of fact, they may even have made more work for you!  But why were they 

there, why were they visiting?  Wasn’t it to help you celebrate Christmas or to help you better 

enjoy the end of the year? 

But God was visiting His people to help them in a far greater way.  He was sending His 

Son into this world to rescue them from their slavery to sin.  And that brings us the second 

reason Zechariah tells us the LORD God is to be praised: because He has brought redemption 

for His people.  Last Sunday and on Christmas Eve, we saw that that picture of redemption is 

one of the central themes of Christmas.  We had sold our souls into slavery to sin but God sent 

forth His Son into this world to buy us back with the all-sufficient ransom price of His perfect, 

innocent life. 

Martin Luther referred to that salvation which Jesus won for us as our Mighty Fortress, 

our trusty shield and weapon.  Zechariah calls it a horn.  The third reason, he tells us, that God 

the LORD is to be praised is that He has raised up for us the horn of our salvation.  Jesus 

Christ, God’s Son was raised up on the cross to become our salvation.  The power of that gospel 

message is an offensive power as it strikes down the devil and his schemes, and a defensive 

power as it protects us and strengthens us in our knowledge of salvation.  

Zechariah adds that God has raised up this horn of our salvation in the house of His 

servant David, fulfilling that promise which we heard God make to David in our Old Testament 

lesson.  In fact, Zechariah notes, all three of those conditions (God coming into this world and 

visiting His people, God redeeming His people from their slavery to sin and hell, and God lifting 

up their horn of salvation from David’s line) can be found in the promises God made through the 

mouths of His prophets even from the earliest days.  That little verse there, verse seventy from 

our text, may seem like just a little side note, but it shows us two pretty important truths about 

the Old Testament.  1. The Old Testament was verbally inspired.  God used the Old Testament 

authors as His mouthpieces as He spoke to His people, and 2. the entire Old Testament centers 

around this message and promises of Jesus, the horn of salvation, our Savior and Redeemer.   

The next verse expands on that phrase “the horn of salvation.”  Which salvation in 

particular?  Salvation from our enemies and from the hand of all who hate us.  Through the 

visitation of His Son, God rescued us from our greatest enemy of all, Satan.  By sending His 

Holy Spirit into our hearts through His Word, He has rescued us from our equally great enemy 

our own sinful nature.  Jesus is the horn of our salvation.  He saved us from sin but He also saves 

us to serve.  Serving Christ in this world will always result in opposition.  But Zechariah 
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confirms for us here that God has not only saved us from those great enemies of sin, death, and 

the devil, but from all those who hate and oppose us. 

Why rescue us from our enemies?  Verse seventy-two gives us two answers to that 

question.  He did it to show mercy and to remember His covenant.  And really, those two are 

one and the same, because the only reason God gave His covenant promise in the first place was 

because of His mercy.  We use that word, “mercy” a lot.  So what is it really?  When I hear the 

word “mercy” I usually picture a scene from the gladiator arena or a battle field, where some 

man has bested his opponent and has his weapon pointed at the downed man ready to kill him.  

The fallen soldier cries out, “mercy!” and the victor allows him to live. 

In the case of God’s mercy toward us though, we had the weapon, the curse of God’s law 

which we broke pointed right at us: an eternity of separation from God in the torment of hell.  

And yet, even then, we didn’t cry out “Mercy!” we just shrugged it off, “whatever, do what 

you’re going to do,” perfectly content to go on digging our grave deeper and deeper.  But God 

still had mercy on us, He still sent His Son to visit us and bring us help, to redeem us from our 

sins, and raise Himself up as our refuge and fortress.  So blessed be God the LORD.  

Now, verse seventy-four goes back to explain verse seventy-two.  Why was God merciful 

to us?  Why did He keep His promises to us?  He did it, so that—having been delivered from our 

enemies—we would be able to serve Him fearlessly, in holiness and righteousness all the days of 

our lives.  Jesus is the horn of our salvation.  He saved us from sin and He saved us to serve.  

There is an absolutely beautiful picture here in these words that God gave us through Zechariah 

the priest.  It’s one of the most theologically, doctrinally packed passages in all of Scripture. 

And so in order to unpack it, I’m going to use some of those big, doctrinal, theological 

words.  What we have here in the Benedictus, this eulogy from Zechariah, is a picture of the 

relationship between justification and sanctification.  Justification is everything that Zechariah 

was describing in those first six and a half verses.  Justification, is a legal term, it’s the act of 

making or showing something to be right.  In our case, it’s the act of Jesus making or showing us 

to be right or righteous.  He did that by coming to visit us here in this world, by becoming a 

human being like us, so that He could redeem us—free us—from the bonds of sin.  Justification 

is God raising Jesus up as the horn of our salvation.  

The end game, the reason that God in His mercy sent Jesus to save us, is sanctification.  

Sanctification is the process of God setting us apart to serve Him.  Zechariah used two words in 

verse seventy-five, “righteousness” and “holiness.”  Is there a reason why he used both of those 

words?  Is there really a difference, or is it just saying the same thing twice?  Well righteousness 

could be viewed as an adherence to God’s written law.  Many of the Jewish leaders of the day 

were viewed by the people to be very righteous.  But John the Baptist and Jesus Himself would 

reveal that although their actions seemed righteous their hearts were anything but.  Holiness 

takes it one step farther.  Holiness, more than an outward adherence to God’s written law, 

designates an inward adherence to and conformity with God’s will.  Sanctification is the process 

by which God, through the miracle of His Word and the work of the Holy Spirit conforms our 

will to His. 

Finally, in verse seventy-four, we have that word, “fearlessly” or “without fear.”  God has 

remembered and fulfilled His covenant to us so that having been rescued from the hand of our 

enemies, we are able to serve Him fearlessly.  That one, little word shows why the relationship 

between justification and sanctification is so important.  It is what sets Christianity apart from 

every other religion on the face of the planet.  All other religions are focused on what one needs 
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to do in order to gain their salvation, reach their enlightenment, or achieve their purpose.  There 

will always be some element or motivation of fear that they might fail. 

The life of a Christian is a life of response to the salvation that Christ has already won for 

us.  We never need to fear or doubt whether or not we have been saved.  With those three little 

words, “It is finished,” Jesus assured us that our debt had been paid and our salvation was 

secured.  He did that, so that we can now live our lives freely, without any fear, in service to God 

and to one another. 

The final verses of Zechariah’s song were directed toward His infant son, John.  

Zechariah speaks of the mission that John would carry out as the last of the Old Testament 

prophets.  His words are also very fitting and applicable to us as we fearlessly serve God the 

LORD as His New Testament prophets.  You, my child, will be called a prophet of the Most 

High; for you will go on to prepare the way of the Lord, to give people the knowledge of 

salvation through the forgiveness of their sins, because of the tender mercy of our God, by 

which the rising sun will come to us from heaven to shine on those living in darkness and in 

the shadow of death, to guide our feet into the path of peace. 

May that peace of God which He gives us through His Son, the horn of our salvation, 

continue to guide you in lives of service to Him all the days of your life.  Amen. 

 

 


